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Christians.35 It is a clause that still remains in
the prayer-book, and one that has in our own
day caused a storm in Parliament.
Knox was not satisfied with this partial vic-
tory. He was a man who could never compro-
mise ; to him there was no middle course - either
a thing was right or it was wrong ; and he was
certain that his view was the correct one. He
continued to make his congregation sit at com-
munion, and defied the authorities. He had
come into prominence for his defiance in other
matters, and now, in the spring of 1553, he was
summoned to appear before the Privy Council to
answer for his conduct. He had rejected pro-
motion in the Church - some time previously he
had refused a bishopric, and a few months before
he had refused the charge of All Hallows, London.
The Council asked him the reason for his rejec-
tion of All Hallows. Knox replied that his con-
science assured him that he was more useful
elsewhere, and that consequently he could not
undertake a London charge. Then the Council,
with a recollection of his frequent criticisms of the
ceremonies of the Church, asked bluntly whether
he considered that no Christian could accept the
ritual laid down by English law. To this Knox
returned that the Church of England was not
perfect, and that many things needed reforming
before anyone could0 serve God faithfully as a
minister ; he instanced that ministers had no